II, i]                                 ULPIAN                                   63
plot and in consequence both were put to death. Nor was he
capable, as events proved, of mastering the Guard. For trivial
reasons street-fighting broke out in Rome between the soldiers
and the populace and lasted for three days, when the people were
forced to give up the conflict for fear the troops might set fire to
the whole city. Finally the man whose intelligent and far-sighted
rule might have brought further blessings to the Empire fell a
victim to his Praetorians in the very palace of the Emperor, who
was unable to protect him. Whether Ulpian had up till then been
sole Prefect cannot be safely affirmed or denied from our sources,
although the subsequent history of his office rather points to a
negative conclusion1. Nor is the date of his death recorded. There
is no reason to put it very near the beginning of his Prefecture2;
but one might well be tempted to connect the bloody riot of the
Praetorians with the difficulties and dissensions in the imperial
household.
Mamaea had married her son in 225 to a woman of a senatorial
family, Cn. Seia Herennia Sallustia Barbia Orbiana, the daughter
of Seius (?) Sallustius Macrinus3. Orbiana received the rank of
Augusta, and her father became Caesar. But good relations did
not long continue in the imperial house; Even in the lifetime of
her mother Maesa, Mamaea had obtained the predominant
influence, and, when her mother died and was consecrated Diva,
she saw that the time had come for her to exercise as 'mater
Augusti et castrorum' a quasi-autocracy. Ambitious as she was,
she now became jealous of the real or supposed influence of her
daughter-in-law. The masterful and imperious conduct of the
empress-mother caused the Caesar to turn with complaints to the
Praetorians; but this only cost him his life on the ground of
attempted revolution, and his daughter was forced to go into exile
in Africa (227/8). From this time onwards Severus Alexander
remained unmarried; for Mamaea guarded against a repetition
of this experiment. Coins of the Emperor with the legends 'Salus'
and 'Felicitas Augusti' and those of Mamaea with 'Felicitas
1  Zosimus (i, 11 , 3) describes Ulpian as sole Prefect after the removal of his
two colleagues. A final decision depends on the chronology of the Prefecture
from the time of Domitius Honoratusj cf. Lambrechts, op. cit. p, 105 and
A. Jarde*, Etudes critiques sur la vie et la rlgne de SMre Alexandra, p. 39.
The fact, also, that there were two Prefects after 241 (p. 82) suggests
that Ulpian did not remain alone in that office.
2  Jarde*, op. cit. p. 39 n. I.
3  Cf. A. Stein, P.W, s.v. Sallustius (4), col 1910; M. Fluss, P,W. j.v.
Seius (22), col. 1128.